
Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project --- Phase II

I. Executive Summary

~ Project title: Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project-- Phase 1I

Co-applicants: Mill Creek Conservancy and The Naiure Conservancy

b. Project description and primary biological/ecological objectives
This proposal requests $69,000 from 1997 Category llI funds to be used toward Phase II offue
Mill Creek Pdperian l~.estomtion Project. The proposed project will restore and enhance native
riparian vegetation on one or more parcels along lower Mill Creek, a high-priority tributary of
the upper Sacramento River. The project will focus on one or more identified gaps in existing
riparian habitat along lower Mill Creek and will conU’ibute toward the long-range goal of
restoring a continuous corridor of native riparian vegetation. The project supports the objectives
of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program by fucusing on high-risk species and habitats and by
providing broad ecosystem benefits. The project has three primary objectives:

¯ Helping to maintain and restore native shaded riverine aqnatie habitat for native fisheries
and other species.

¯ Enhancing instream aquatic habitat by moderating water temperatures and reducing
erosion, and monitoring effectiveness of planting and erosion control measures.

¯ Engaging students and lo~al landowners in restoration activities to demonstrate the
feasibility and benefits of ecological restoration and to foster community support for
restoration activities.

c. Approach/tasks/schedule

One goal of the project is to develop Iong-tema resource protection sla’ateg~us to maintain and ¯
restore riparian vegetation. Mill Creek Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy will coordinate
project implementation with the landowner and with teachers and students from the Los Molinos
High SChool and the Mill Creek Watershed Advisory Committee. Specific tasks will include
planting native shrubs and trees adjacant to existing vegetation to fill gaps in the riparian
eurridor, eontroliin4g invasive non-native plants, and monitoris.g plant survival and water
temperature. Pmteefian strategies including land acquisition or other binding agreements will be
pursued with willing pdvate landovmers of ~e restoration site(s).

d. dusdficalion for project
Mill Creek is one of several Sacramento River tributary ecosystems which are highly ranked in
the CALFED Bay-Delta Program Technical Team Report, as well as in the Anadromous Fish
Recovecy Plan prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The proposed project addresses
two key objectives of the Category IH Program by focusing on high-risk species and habitats and
by providing broad ecosystem benefits. The project also addresses several key str~sors
identified in the Technical Team P, epert, including lack of riperian vegetation, high water
temperatures, and impacts from accelerated erosion.

e. Budget costs and third-party impacts

The total request for grant funds is $69,000. This includes direct salary and benefits costs, sex’vice
contract costs, materials and supplies, and overtteed costs. No third-party impacts are antieipat~l.
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f. Applicant qualifications

The Mill Creek Conservancy is a non-profit conservation orgmaization £ormed by landowners in
1994. The organization is dedicated to a local approach to preservation and management of the
Mill Creek watershed ecosystem. The Mill Creek Conservancy has effectively organized
cooperative elTorts among landowners, agencies, and other stakeholders to pursue conservation
and restoration projects. It has successfully rallied support and raised funds from numerous local,
state, and federal agencies for projects consistent with the Mill Creek WarershedManagement
Strategy Report 0anuar~ 1997).

The Nature Conservancy is an inl~rnational, private, non-profit membership organization with
over 45 years of exp~rienec in identifying, protecting, and managing significant natural areas.
The Nature Conservancy has had an active presence in the local area sin.co 1982, with the
acquisition of the Vina Plains Preserve, the ma~agemant of the Gray Davis Dye Creek Preserve,
and the extensive riparian restoration program along the mainstem of the Saetamanto River.

The proposed project is the second phase of a restoration project initiated in 1996 by the Mill
Creek Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, and the Los Molinos School District, supported
by funding from the Central Valley Projact Improvement ACt (CVPIA) and its Anadromnus Fish
Recovery Program. The proposed project strengthens the partnership between Mill Creek
Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy. By working eollabomfively, both groups will bring
their unique resources and abilities to the project.

g. Monitoring and data evaluation

The project will monitor plant survival annually for the three-year term of the project. Water
temperature will be measured daily with autoR~ated equipment, mad results will be analyzed
quarterly throughout the term of the project. Analyzed ~ata will be sb~red wi~h tb.e Juveml¢ and
Adult Spring-Run salmon monitoring programs conducted by the California Deparm~ant of Fish
and Game, and with other appropriate monitoring efforts identified in the Mill Creek Watershed
Management Strategy Report. Under the direction of their teachers, students from Los Molinos
High School will perform monitoring activities consistent with the monitoring protocol to be
developed by the Planting Manager and Project Coordinator.

h. Local support/coordinatlon with other programs/compatibillty with CALFED objectives
Phase [ of the Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project has generated very positive locni’suppo~
particularly through its partnership with the Los Molinos School District’s education program.
The propose~ Pha.~e Ii project is expected to strengthen community involvement and support. In
addition, the project complements a conetm’ent funding proposal by The Nature Conservancy for
the Deer and Mill C~eks Easement and Acquisition Program.

The proposed program is entirely consistent with CALFED objectives in addressing the need to
anh,ance and expand aquatio and ten’eslrial habitats and improve ecological functions i~ the Bay-
Delta to support sustainable populations of diverse and valuable plant and animal spoeies.
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II. Title Page

a. Title of project: Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project

b. Co-applicants:

Mill Creek Conservancy
Route 5, Box 2700
Mill Creek, CA 96061
contact: Kerry Burke, Resource Coordinator
phone (916) 595-4493; fax (916) 595-4490

The Nature Conservancy
201 Mission Street, 4th floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
phone (415) 777-0487; fax (415) 777-0244
contact: Peggy MeNu’a, L~asen Foothills Programs Manager
phone (916) 527-0410; fax (916) 527-0384

~ Type of organization and tax status:
Mill Creek Conservancy is a California non-profit corporation with 501 (o)(3) status.

The Nature Conservancy is a District of Columbia non-profit corporation with 501 (¢)(3)

eL Tax identification number:

Mill Creek Conservancy: 68-0355255

The Nature Conservancy: 53-0242652

~ Technical andfinancial contactperson:
Kerry Burke, Mill Creek Conservancy
phone (9t6) 595-4493; fax (916) 595-4490

Peggy MeNutt, The Nature Conservancy
phone (916) 527-0410; fax (916) 527-0384

Peter Hujik, The Nature Conservancy
phone (916) 527-4261; fm~t (916) 527-8527

f. Participants/collaborators:

contact: Carolyn Steffan, District Superintendent attd Anne B [aneki, Special ProjecL~
phone (916) 384-7900; fax (9[6) 384-1534

g. l~FP project group O~pe:
Group 3: Services (non-conztroodon habitat restoration)
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lII. Project Description

a. Project description and approach
This proposal requests $69,000 from 1997 Category I[I fimds to be used toward Phase II of the
Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project. The proposed project will restore and enhance native
riparian vegetation on one or more parcels along lower Mill Creek, a high-priority tributary
stream of the upper Sacramento River. The project will be focused on one or more identified
gaps in existing riparian habitat along lower Mill Creek and will contribute toward the long-
range goal of restoring a continuous con/dot of antive riparian vegetation. The proposed project
supports the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program by focusing on high-risk species and
habitats and by providing broad ecosystem benefits.

Specific tasks will inehide site preparation and installation of an irrigation system, planting
native riparian shrubs and trees adjacent to existing vegetatior~ to fill gaps in the r~parima corridor,
controlling invasive non-native plants, and developing monito~ng protocols and implementing
monitoring of plant survival and water temperature.

Mill Creek Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy will coordinate project implementation
with the lando,,vner, students from the Los Molians School District, and the Mill Creek
Watershed Advisory Commitiee. By engaging the local community-- through the School
District’s environmental educati.on program, outreach events, and cool~ration with landowners
in the watershed -- the project is imanded to serve as a demonstration site that will foster local
support for ecologicai restoration. The project also strengthens the partnership between Mill
Creek Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy. By working collaboratively, both groups will
bring their unique resources and abilities to the project.

The proposed project is the second phase of a restoration project initiated in 1996 by the Mill
Creek Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, and the Los Mnlinos School District. Phase I was
supported by funding from the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) and its
Anadromous Fish Racovery Program. The first-phase pilot restoration project applied similar
tachniques to restore approximately 0.2 miles of lower Mill Creek. Part of the Phase I project
included an evaluation of restoration priorities within the lower Mill Creek watershed.

The pr.ojeet is also part of a larger, coordinated effort to plan and implement conservation
activities within the Mill Creek watershed. A Mill Creek ~atershed Management Strategy
Report (January 1997) was developed to serve as an essantial toot for guidhn~ and measuring
conservation efforts in the watershed. Racommended actions include, but are not limited to:

* Revegetation and restoration projects (such as the proposed project).
¯ Continuing support of Los Molinos School District programs to engage students in water

quality monJ.terirtg and habitat restoration.
¯ Coordinating with pdvata and public landownem and managers throughout the watershed.
¯ Identifying and securing additional instream flows for Mill Creek.
¯ Supporting efforts to monitor fish and wildlife habitat.
¯ Establishing a conservation easement acquisition program to ensure long-term protection

for key riparian properties.
This funding request represents only a portion of the total cost ofprote~ting and restoring
riparian habitat within the Mill Creek watershed. Mill Creek Conservancy and The Na’m~       ’
Conservancy will seek additional public and private funding from other sources, including the
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National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the Central Valley Project Improvement Act
(CVPIA). The applicants expect to submit future proposals for fundiv.g ~rom Category III as wall.
Based on Phase I experience, we anticipate the contribution of in-kind services through
tandowner and student participation during the life of the end.ire watershed project.

b. Location/boundaries of the project

The proposed project is located in Tehama County in the Mill Creek watershed of~e
Sacramento River. Based on an evaluation of existing riparian habitat, six gaps in lower Mill
Creek riparian habitat have been identified as of highest priority for restoration, The proposed
Phase 1[ project will be implemented on one or more of these high-priority sites. (See attached
maps.)

c. ExpEcted benefits

The Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project has three primary objectives:

The project has three primary objectives:

¯ Helping to maintain and restore native shaded riverine aquatic habitat for native fmheries
and other species.

¯ Enhanrmg instream aquatic habitat by moderating water temperatures and reducing
emsian and to monitor effectiveness of planting and erosion control measures.

¯ Engaging students and local landowners in rastoration activities to demonstrate the
feasibility and benefits of ecological restora~,ion and to foster ~mmunity support for
restoration activities.

The proposed project addresses several key strassors affecting the Mill Creek tributary
ecosystem,, as idemified in the CALFED Bay-Delta Tec[mical Team report:

L Lack of riparian vegetation
The primary benefit of the project is to increase riparian habitat by protecting existing
native vegetation, by planting native species to increase and ~iden the riparian corridor,
and by controlling or eradicating invasive non-native plants. Habitat r¢~torat’tan also
increases the terrestrial habitat for inaeet species which are an important food souroe for
the native fish.

2. High water temperatures

R~stafing native rlparian vegetation is expected to help lower water tempemVare by
increasing the shaded riverine aqnatie habitat. The success of this effort will be evaluated
as part of the monitoring efforts.

3.Impacts from accelerated erosion: roads, hillsides, banks
Planting of native riparian veg~tat’mn is expected to reduce erosion and sedimentation,
enhance the instream aquatic habitat, and improve water quality.

,t Background and biological justification

Mill Creek is one of several Sacramento River tributary ecosystems which have extremely high
quality riparian and aquatic habitats. The Mill Creek watershed is highly ranked in the CALFED
Bay-Delta Program Tec[mical Team Report, as well as in the Anadromous Fish Recovery Plan
prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servia.
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Impacts from surrounding land uses have resulted in some fragmentation of the riparian corridor
along lower Mill Creek. In addition, the J’anuary 1997 storm end flood damaged and even
eliminated significant portions of the riparian vegetation in lower Mfl] Creek, ienreasing the
potential for erosion along the banks. An evaluation of lower Mi[~ Creek identified six gaps in
the existing dparien corridor. Priority sites within these gaps were rar&ed according to ecological
criteria and landovv~er interest. The proposed Phase II project will be implemented on one or
more of these high-priority siles.                                        _.

Protecting and restoring riparian habitat is key to sustaining native fisheries. Riparian vegetation
affects the physical structure of the stream channel, h’dluances stream shading and water
temperatures, helps to control erosion end siltetio~ and provides terrestrial habitat for insect prey
of antive fish¯ Furthemmre, because tributary ecosystems afo hydrologically integral to the
malnstem of the Sacramento River, they have a direct inapect on native ~sheries throughout the
river system. In addition, these tributary ecosystems provide essential breeding habitat, migratory
corridors, and dispersal pathways for numerous species of neolropical migrant birds and other
wildlife.

¯ The proposed project addresses two key objectives oft.he Category III Program by:

1. Focusing on high-risk species and habiCats
¯ apring-run chinook salmon
¯ steelhead trout
¯ shaded nverine aquatic habitat
* iustream aquatic habitat

2. Providing broad ecosystem benefits
¯ fostering local community support fo~" habitat protection and enhancement
o benefiting secondary priority species, including fall-run chinook salmon and

neotropical migratory bird species

The alternative to the proposed project is to allow natural regeneration of the riparian vegetation
which requires a much longer time period (50 to 100 years) to reach maturity. Planting now will
result in renewed habitat for native wildlife in 5 to 10 years and will slow the rate of erosion.

~ Proposedscope of work

Project design, methodology, and feasibility have aLready bean demonstrated in the Phase I pilot
restoration project described above, a~ well as in the dpa~an restoration work at the Gray Davis
Dye Creek Prese~,e, Building upon knowledge acquired, the proposed Phase II project will entail
a |axger and more complex planting of nativo riparian trees and ~-ubs. The planing v~il be
designed to maximize st..am frontage and increase native shaded dverthe aquatic habitat. Width
oftbe s~a~amside planting will be be~ed on width of the floodplain and landowner.requirements.

The project will be implemented in three phases. The site planning and p~paxafian phuse
inchide~ development ofa detallad site plan and preparation of the site for planting. The
installation and planting pha~e includes purchase of equipmant and ~pplies, installation of an
~gatian ~’ystem, collection of native plant matofials, a~ad planting. The maintanence and
mon.itoring phase includes development of monitoring protocols, implementation of mohitoring
of pla~t survival and water temperature, and maintenance of the restoration site (weed control).
P~je~f ooordination and reporting ~e included throughout all phases of the project.

MILL CREEK R~VEGETATION                                                                                                                                 HI-3

I --006368
1-006368



The project will be coordinated and completexi by following persomnel. This list includes paid
staff, volunteer participants, and subcontractors:

Project Coordinator will be a Mill Creek Conservancy staff member responsible for
coordination with the Los MoIians School District and its teachers and students,
oversight of monitoring activities, coordination of progress reports, and all aspects of
grant administration.

Planting Manager will be The Nature Conservancy staff member responsible for all
phases of the revegetation plan and its implementation.

TNC Coordinator_will assist the Project Coordinator with project adrainistrafion.

Laborers will be either Nature Conservancy staff from the Sacr .apaanto River Pro jeer, or
hired labor under subcontract.

Teachers and~tudents will participate under the direction oftbe Project Coordinator.

Qanr~ly financial and performance reports wilI be submitted as required. In addition, a final
repor~ at the end of the fl’a’ee-year project will include a summary of the completed project and
monitoring results.

f Monitoring and data evaluation

The proposed project will monitor plant survival in the revegetafion site and water temperature in
the adjacent s~-eam. Students from Los Me[inns High School will perform monitoring activities
under the direction of their teachers, consistent with the monitoring protocol to be developed by
the Planting Manager and Project Cunrdinmor.

Plant survival will be monitored annually for the three-year term of the project. Following the
protocol devetoped for Phase [, a complete census of the Phase l] planting will be conducted in
May 1998, two months after planting, to determine the survival rate of trees planted in the firs~
year. Follow-up censuses will be conducted in May nfthe two subsequent years to determine the
survival rate for the second and third years.

Water ternparatum will be measured daily with automated equipment, and results will be
analyzed quarterly throughout the term of the project. Water temperatures will be me~ured in
the stream adjacent to the planting in order to determine whether water temperatures are lowered
as the trees and shrubs grow. The students will use automated equipment for measuring water
temperatures and will download information from the device at least once per quarter. Analyzed
data will be shared with the Juvenile. and Adult Spring-Run salmon monitoring plx)glams
conducttxl by the California Department offish and Game, and with other appropriate
monitoring efforts identified in the Mill Creek Watershed Management Strategy Report.

g. Iraplementability
The Mill Creek Cot~servancy, The Nature Conservancy, and the Los Molinos School District
have developed a strong partnership over the past several years of working together. The Mill
Creek Conservancy has been instrumental in developing landowner interest end ooerdix~ating
potentiM revegetafion sites. The Mill Creek Conservancy has already initiated landowner
uontacts for selecting a priority site(s) for the Phase [I project. The Nalure Conservancy
contributes the knowledge and expertise in revegetation efforts its staff acquired in the
restoration programs along Sacramento River and Dye Creek.
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Community support and involvement ar~ an ~por~ent component of the proje~. LoS Molinos
High School students have acquired plant monitoring experiance in the Phase I pilot project and
in The Natu~ Conservancy~s riparian restoration plantings along Dye Creek. Approximately 90
students participated in the Phase I project as part of their high school curriculum. The landowner
of the Phase I site has become actively involved in oot~each to showcase the site as a
demons~atinn of r~storation techniqnes. Students have also gained experience monitoring water
quality along M~II Creek, Deer Creek and Dye Cre~k and have developed a native plant nursery
for the r~storation project with the support of Tt~.e Nature Conservancy,
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IV. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

a. Budget costs

preparation

and

Totals $35,100    $6,800     $4,500     $I~,000 $4,600    $69,000

This funding requcst represents the cost of the proposed project to restore riparian habitat on one
or more parcels within the identified gaps. This is only a portion of the total cost of proteating
and restoring riparian habitat within the Mill Creek wa~rshed. Mill Creek Conservancy and The
Nature Conscrvaany will seek additional public and private funding from other sources,
inc fuding the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the Central Valley Project
Improvement Act (CVP[A). The applicants expect to submit future proposals for funding from
Category lIl as well. If CALFED is able to offer only partial funding for the project, the project
applicants would be willing to revise the scope of the project accordingly, either by scaling down
the project and/or pursuing additional funding sources.

The proposed budget includes salary and benefits costs for Mill Creek Conservancy and Nature
Conservancy staff involved in the project. Overhead is calculated on 19.4% of salary and benefits
only, which is The Nature Conservancy’s federally-approved rate, Some of the labor costs for
site preparation and planting may be subcontracted by competitive bid if sufficient staff labor is
not a’cailable.

The budget ineindes service contract costs for a sole-sourea ¢ontraat with Los Mniinos School
District. Justification for the sole-~ource contract is as follows: Los Molinos School District’s
pa~cipatiort in the project provides significant volunteer support, and helps to promote local
community awareness and involvement. In the Phase I pilot restoration project, approximately 90
students cenlributed nearly 700 hours of volunteer time. While most of the teachers’ and
students’ time is vohmtoered, funds to cover the School District Education Director’s ~rn¢ and.
expenses are requested under this grant proposal. Los Molinos School District is also the only
locally-based education program in the immediate project area. Proximity to the project site also
increases the students’ ability to monitor the project effectively.

Contribution of in-klnd services through landowner an~ student pm’tieipation are anticipated
throughout the life of the project. Volunteer days and activities will be recorded and reported
with quarterly progres~ reports. In addition, The Nature Cot~servaney b~s contributed staff lime
and supplies to dsveloping riperian revegetation strategies, including Phase I o f this project. The
Mill Creek Conservancy has contributed the time ils leadership spent in working with
landovcners.
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b. Schedule milestones
The following schedule is based on the fedea’al fiscal year calendar. This schedule assumes that
grant approval will be made by October 1, 1997 (begimfing of FY 1998) and that work will begin
foilowing grant approval. If grant approval is received later than that date, this schedule will be
adjusted to be consistent with the appropriate planting cycle.

By end of lsl quarter FY 1998:
¯ complete detailed site plan                                           ~
¯ complete site preparation
¯ purchase supplies and equipment
¯ install irrigation system

By and o[2nd quarter FY 1998:
¯ collect native plant materials
¯ complete planfmg of native shrubs and l~eas
,, develop monitoring protocol
¯ submit biannual progress reporl

J~t quarter FY 1998 through end of FY 2000
¯ annual monitoring of planting
¯ ongoing maintenance of planting
¯ quarterly monitoring of water temp~ratttre
* submit biannual progress repoff.s

End of FY 2000

* evaluation of monitoring results
¯ submit final report

~ Third-patty impacts
The proposed project is not expected to have any significant third-party impacts. Much of the
surrounding land is in residential or agrieultuxal use. The proposed restoration project should r~ot
impact or interfere with these uses on surrounding land.
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V. Applicant Qualifications

The Mill Creek Conservancy is a non-profit conservation organization formed by landowners
in 1994. The organization is dedicated to the local approach for continued preservation and
management of the Mill Creek watershed ecosystem. The Mill Creek Conservancy has
effectively organized uooperative efforts among landowners, public agencies and other
stakeholders to pursue conservation and restoration projects. It has successfully rallied support
and raised funds from ttumeraus local, state, and federal agencies for projects that age consistent
with the Mill Creek Watershed Management Strategy Report (January 1997). Additional
accomplishments include the development and adoption of the Deer and Mill Creek Protection
Act (AB 1413); Mill Creek Watershed Program funded by a grant from the U.S. Envirortmental
Protection Agency (EPA); a GIS mapping project funded by the National Fish and Wildlife
Federation (NFWF); a partnership with the Los Molinos School District’to provide hands-on
learning experience for students; and participation in a revegetation project funded by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The Nature Conservancy is an international, private, non-profit membership organization
whose mission is to preserve plants, animals and natural communities that represent the diversity
of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. The Conservancy has
over 45 yeaxs of experience in identifying, protecting, and managing significant natural areas. Its
strength m~d reputation are built on the policy and praetive of applying the best conservation
science available and of building partnerships with local communities, private organizations, and
public agencies to achieve mutual conservation goals.

The Nature Conservancy of California uses a wide variety of tools to help forge solutions to
conservation issues. We employ the following four methods most frequently: land acquisition,
land management and restoration, land-use plmming and conflict resolution, and community
education and outreach.

Several of The Nature Conservancy’s landmark cortservation projects have focused on riparian
ecosystems. Conservation efforts for these complex tmtmal cnmmuhities must include
main*aining and restoring the natural processes that are essential to the long-term health of the
hydrological system, in addition. The Natme Conservancy strives to balance the protection and
restoration of rmtural commtmities with compatible human uses.

MILL CREEK REVEGETATION V-t

--006376
1-006376



VL Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

The applicants acknowledge the r~quirement of the Standard C|auses for service and consultant
service contracts for $5,000 and over with nonpublic entities ([tern 2), as described in the Terms
and Conditions of the 1997 Category Ill Request for Proposal. However, the applicants request
an exception to the Reimbursement C[aase to allow for applicant~" use of their own existing
internal travel policies regarding reirnbursemant of travel expenses, rather than the per diem and
travel rates use~. by State employees. This exception would allow for more efficient-reporting of
travel costs within our existing finance system. A copy of our internal travel policy is available
upon request.

The Nondiscrirnination Compliance Statement form is attached, as required under the Terms and
Conditions of the 1997 Category Ill Request for Proposal.
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PIE
CalServe Partners in Education

A School and Community Educational Partnership
Los Mo!inos Unified School District

JuDy 21~ 1997

Lester Snow
CALFED 6ay-Delte Program
1416 19th Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca 95814

RE: Proposal for 1997 Category II! funds - Mi~l Creek Riparian Restoration Prejeci

Dear Mr, Snow,

This letter is in supper[ of the Mill Creek Conservancy and ]’he Nature
Conservancy Proposal for the Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project. The project wi((
restore native riparian vegetation along Mill Creek. In addition, students, teachers
and landowners will have the opportunity to work together in needed restoration
activities.

I serve as the director of the Los Molinos Unified School District Partners in
Education PIE Program. The PIE program is a school and community partnership
dedicated to service learning. Service learning is a teaching strategy which allows
students to meet community needs while learning their academic core subjects, The
PIE program was founded in 1991 and has developed a strong working partnership
with The Nature Conservancy centered at Dye Creek Preserve. In 1995, the PIE
program developed a partnership with the Mill Creek Conservancy to implement two
very sucoesstul projects: EPA grant that produced the Mill Creek Watershed
Management Strategy Report (January. 1997) and a vegetation project funded by
USFWS, These hands-on service learning opportunities allows students an
opportunity to give back to their community, deve(op a sense of civic pride and
stewardship, and gives students the chance to develop the knowledge and skills to
meet the challenges of the 21 st century.

I support the Mill Creek Riparian Restoration Project and urge you to give it full
funding consideration.

Sizlq~erely, .~ .~.~)       ~

~--~Anne Bianchi

,~ne Biaachi, Director
Box 609, L~s Molino~, CA 96055
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
Background Information

diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. Operating in the United
States for the past forty years, the Conservancy also has launched programs in Latin AKqedca, the
Caribbean, and the Pacific to help protect millions of antes outside the United States. The qperator of the
largest private system of nature sanctaades in the world, the Conservancy owns and manages more than
1,500 preserves throughout the U S

The Nature Conservancy emerged in 1951 from a professional assocLatiort of ecologists seeking to
turn their knowledge of nature into positive action for conservation. The Conservancy started ks
traditiort of conservation through private action with a modest 60-acre land purchase in’New York state.
Today, using the same market-oriented strategy, the Conservancy has protected more than 9 3 million

. ~.cres ofecologically significant land.

How The Nature Conservancy Identifies Land for Protection                     ..
State lq’a~rai Heritage Inventory Programs, usually administered by a state agency, identify rare

natural elements and theh- locations within a particular state. In Latin America these inventory prod’ares
are termed Conservation Data Centers. The scientific information gathered by the inventory indicates the
relative rarity of plant and art’,real species, aquatic and plant communities, and whether or not th~ are
protected. Once species are identified and rnakad, the areas that house critically threatened species
become the target of Conservancy projects.

How The Nature Conservancy Protects Habitat
Tke Conservancy uses non-confrontational, market-based economic solutions to protect habitat -

a win-win approach to conservation. Working only with willing sellers mad donors, the Conservancy
proteus innd ti~ough gifts, exchanges, conservation easements, management agreements, purchases from
the Cortsorvancy~s revolving Lend Preservation Fund, debt-for-nature swaps, and management
partnerships. The resulting preserves are man~ged with the most sophisticated ecological techniques
availab|e.

Row The Nature Conservancy Manages Protected Areas
The Conservancy’s atewaxdship staffend vohnteers manage the more than 1,500 preserves

through restoration techniques such as prescribed bumJngs, reforestation, fencing, end the removal of
alien species. These duties both maintain the preserves end encourage the growth of the endangetz~l
plants and animals that live there. Most Conservancy preserves are open to the public for educational uses
attd recxeation such as hiking, nature study, bird watching mad photography.
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The Conservancy’s International Program
Because the Conservancy’s mission is glob=!, it has expanded its programs to encompass

area~ outside the United Stazes. The Pacific program, headquartered in Hawaii, is working to
identi~ and protect threatened areas in Indonesia, Mdenesia, and Mieronesia. In I.atin America,
the Cotaservaney has joined forces with over 45 organizations covering 25 countries to provide
infrnstrueture, community development, professional training and long-term funding_for legally
protected but underfunded ~re.~ throughout the continent. The Conservancy has pioneered debt-
for-natore swaps in Latin America and worked with paff.ners on projects that demonstrate that
conservation and development can be compatible.

The Nature Cottservaney: A Scorecard (ns of De~eraher 1996)

Acres Protected in the U.S. since 1953: 10,088,000

Ac~s Protected outside the
With TIqC Assistance: 44 miiliun

Acres Managed: 1,500,000
(Counts acres The Conservat~cy owos or has
under conservation easement)

M~: 900,704

Cor0orate Associates: 1,500

Preserves Under Cgnsesvane’� Management: 1,500
(each preserve may be composed of a
mamber of land conservation projects
owned in fee, protected by
conservation easements)

Natural Hc~ta~e Inveeto~ Prod’tins
and Conser~tion Data Centers: 86
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